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 than in “trying to work out a common_
' Amer:can-Brmsh-French pohcy toward the

_namely,

I :
l “HE ACHES and pains of keepmg allies -

together are nowhere more agomzmg

Moslem world. - el

Sometimes~ it is pamful to work out )
even an Amerlcan policy ‘that makes sense. ”

Last Tuesday, for example, Presxdent'

Truman said in a pubhc speech that the‘
peoples of Africa and Asia were right in

wanting political freedom- as well as eco-‘
nomic betterment. . . G

It was wonderful propaganda——at least
for the Africans and ans for whom it
was so clearly intended;: But on Thursday'
the President’s repi “ ’
United Natlons, Ertfest A Gross, an
nouneed that the ‘United States would
abstain—in other w rds; would’ not take.
sides—on whether . t _"let ‘the *Security

Council hear complaints agamst French,

rule. in Tunlsla : L
In thls mstance the Umted ‘States was

trymg to avoid ngmg public offense to the :

French.” It did not want the Securlty
Council ‘used as a ‘stiek for beatmg one ‘of

- Amerlcas most important allies. -~ ’l'”'
The eﬂ:‘ect _however, was a little like an.

old cartoon of Herblock's which showed
the' American ‘delegate in the Security
(,ouncxl standmg on his head and saying:
“We want to make our posmon perfectly
clear : :

Aﬂreed on Danger
F AMERICAN officials 1
‘somé to be consistent toward the Mos-
lem world the three alhes together find
it infinitely worse. Try as they will, the
Amerleans, British and French simply can-

not look at the problems of this vast area

through’ the same eyeglasses

All three can see the same landmark in '_

the \oackground the golden domes of the
Kremhn whlch symbohze the pushful

-power of the Sov1et Union. All three want

the same thing: to keep Sov1et power out

of the Moslem world They wish they

could, have ped ,
way from Morocco to Slngapore so ‘that
they could cbncentrate an the essentlal——

power in Europe and the Far_East )
But the details in the foreground leok
hopelessly different, depending on

whether one Approved-For-Releasei2000/08/27:

Londen or Paris.

,[gfthe Moslem world llke other tmderde

nd it trouble )

on the’ contamment of Soviet’
_ " “little about political freedom, whose pres-

eas—-—through a:
- ¢olonialism. Frank
hrough such a glas

ost. ‘a rephca of the
’ e mannensms of

af the eople. They are hated
t, especially in Tran and Egypt. And
they stlll make “a’‘distinction  between
" ually,_the representatlves

. day’s speech about freeddm
The Amerlcan argument ‘'so. ' round, ’
“50° firm «‘*’so ‘fully packea vw_1t

othi g irritates the Bntrsh more than
have Americans Lecture ‘them about the
r Moglem world "Vghen Anthony Eden,
ewly installed at ;lhe British Foreign Of-
fice, w entf to Parx last November, Secre-

veloped areas cannot possibly develop
health and strength unIess politrcal re

ab ut Iran, as 1f' iden were a novice. Ac-
lly, Eden ino sfthe Persian language,
ﬁhich_'Acheso never learned in a bril-
he bar, and Eden's coun-
f y, moreove “has been deep in Middle
astern politlcs and troubles for 200 years.
,hls is both the strength and the weak-

seems to backtrack on itself—you cannot
in the Premdent’s words, allow “unscru '
ulous ag1tators” to use the present fer

Pz

he 'hlstory and the background . better
an Amerxcans, ‘the weakness being that
ey tend to neglect or forget the tide of

people: get ‘their freedom and dlscover
' hange that is sweeplng the Moslem world

that it doesn’t solve their problems, sald

communism as another panace

Louder Than Words
HE BRITISH have to do less hemmmg
and hawing in explaining their posl

tion for the simple reason that they make
fewer speeches about pollt1ca1 freedom
for other peoples. Since F.D:R. was in the
’White House, the British have glven full’ T
mdependence to India, Pahstan, Burma‘

,HEN IT comes to the French the
i dlffermg outlook among the three
allles becomes qlarmgly apparent, and
for . several relevant reasons,. For one
hmg, “the independence or home-rule
ovements today’ are taking place on
rench terntory. fn Tunisia and Mordcco;
here are, no movements of comparable
ceriousness’ under t(he British or Ameri-

erning ‘assemblies in West Afrlca and the.,
Canbbean, they have _given full catizen-

.,pbhtrcally powerful group of French set-
i lef's, the “eglons”; these people have done
xﬁuch for the countries where they. live,
ut the ,narrowness of their vision can be

Amerrcan words. The odd fact 1s ¢ tha
. Britain, whose leaders talk comparatxvely

"“ds a happy .home. -~
The French moreover, had to flght in
e mparatively recent years to conquer
“and keep; Morocco and Tunisia; they feel

ent Prime Minister personifies the old
they kngw better than the British or the

imperialism, is more popular in India to- h
dmmmmanmeeeeoosmqp B e

wha 3(1\'::1“({ for senerations against  populations there. They ave all the more

- i m alige e fallae Dyibish wensitive ta eriticicm heenatze, acenrding

mp ared nnly to' that of the relative -
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'a‘gﬂ in a search fo

_agitators

‘m?tionalist_
7 7 - . i
-of -Indo-China, If nationalist leaders, and persuaded the, Bey
: € ] Ident. Roosevelt’s ati-~' o appoint " mo amenable Premier, + - .
ti these - territori Roying adyice in' time, they might have .. Finaly, ‘haying " fhoroughly ~poisoned
eclglly Mpgbc’co,‘ aré  worse thg ‘In ¢ - avoided the Ong.-drajwmout.__wat? inrlndo_-_" the atmosphere in Tanisia. and throughout -
tsh or American dependencies - Ching-which now drains. the life blood of the Moslem world, the French made their.
‘hete "ig one’ otlier ' reason_ wh& thejr deficer class and likewise drains.the proposals public. The ‘proposals were good
nch are especially prickly about No; th French !éNCPﬁPE“-Y L ST and wise ‘they provided for the gradual, -
ican nationalism. The outer’ world has’ 4 For mote than a year American officials * step-by-step ‘creation of ‘responsible - self-’
led to regard Habib Bourguiba, the'. Paris"ang, , governmenit. Negotiations are now abput
ler of Tunisim:paﬁqnalism,j as 4 re h the French, in private, not to be 100 . 'to begin, but the Tunisian 'Premier,
*.again in Tunisia and Morocco. Partly - naturally, has the appearance of a puppet,

. R PR
ﬁg}xres submitte _the 1 crar L
5, economic " and: social “condition ¢, they had”take

ong thé - patives ‘4

thle ‘and:’ moderate ‘fellow. Vet the " 1e it ‘

ich'have discovered letters allegedly, . as”a tes gglt_k'ot‘%méifgichnhzirgs'sure, partly  and the coming discussions will look. as

ten by Bourguiba in 1950 frankly look: ‘be_caus'g:o,f‘: a, more v}j‘rog_re"ss’i\_'.e' outlook - ' if the French weére negotiating with them- ;
forward to an armed struggle and to - “among the leading French politicians, the selves. " I R ¢

et intervention against the French ' government -in Paris finally agreed last . 'What next? The United States and
:my.” The French are using these let. . wintér 6 “offef’ gerierous. and sweeping  Britain, of course, want the negotiations

to the last comma to prove what they " proposals. for. Hote rile to the Tunisians.  to succeed. They want a quiet atmosphers °

: always contended in recent years—'' But the French put them forward with a  in Tunisia, which is one reason why they
North African nationalism and com- - positive’ genius for. doing ‘the right thing  refused last week to support the appeal
ism dre the same thing, and thgt po- _ in‘the wrong way, ties T o the Security Council. But how thres "
l freedom in North Africa woltld bé" - Instead of" anribuncing their reforms  such allies can keep'in step, how they ean -
invitation' 16 the Soviet Union, to. at once_ for the wholée-.world to ponder, even have the same fundamental Premises,
PAm L e e they kept them secret until the other . is one of the riddles of 1952. With all the
I the same, the French may be; " day—with the excuse that it would have other anxietles of diplomacy this year,
ung that they cannot sit on’ pres been impolite not ‘to submit them first to the allied leaders will have to find-some

‘ 5 ' the Bey, the nominal .ruler ‘of Tunisia. . Way of reconciling American principles,
.- Next, finding the ‘_:n"i‘.ﬁi_l_ji__;’rgmipr“upwil_l_-;, British pragmatism ‘dnd stubborn.French
i, ing to negotiate on the French proposals, - * pride in their dealings with the Moslem
thg,Fmench'-arrestsd éhe Premier R Ty

andd bullets... Wise' Frenchmen knoy
that they. were, tragically _slow ;in

and other.  world, ., "/ -, R S
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